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State Releases 2001 Population Estimates 
 
Utah’s population reached 2,295,971 persons in 2001, according to the Utah Population Estimates Committee.  This 
is an increase of 49,417 persons (the approximate population of St. George, Utah), or 2.2%, over the 2000 estimate 
of 2,246,554.   While the rate of population growth in the state continues to taper off from levels seen in the early 
1990s, Utah’s population is still growing more than twice as fast as the nation.  Utah also continues to rank as one of 
the fastest growing states in the country. 
 
The state’s growth over the past year continued the trend of record-breaking births (47,688) and deaths (12,437).  
The resulting natural increase was 35,251, which is the number of births minus deaths.  The Committee also 
estimated the net in-migration to Utah to be 14,166 in 2001, further maintaining the migration trends seen in the latter 
part of the previous decade.  Although the effects of the national economic downturn have not been avoided by 
Utahns, the results were largely not seen until after July 1, which is the cutoff date for population estimates.  
Because of this, all the indicators considered for the 2001 estimates showed population growth and net in-migration 
to the state. 
 
While growth occurred in all of the northern counties of the state, the most rapid regional growth rates were felt by 
those counties within or adjacent to the southern portion of the Wasatch Front area.  The southwest corner of the 
state also continues to experience population growth rates in excess of the state average.  The populations in Tooele, 
Summit, Utah, Wasatch, and Juab counties are all expanding rapidly.    These counties are in close proximity to 
urban services, but still provide many of the desirable characteristics found in a rural setting.  With a 2001 growth 
rate of 6.9%, Tooele County in particular continues to experience population growth rates which far exceed those of 
other Utah counties. 
 
The southwestern counties of Washington, Iron, and Beaver, where the urban cities of St. George and Cedar City 
are located or are in close proximity, also experienced rapid growth in 2001.  These are considered high amenity 
counties, offering a diversity of educational, tourism, retirement, and economic opportunities for local residents.  
Washington County once again maintained its title as the fastest growing county in the region, with a growth rate of 
4.9%.  However, this rate is much lower than the 8% rates that were recorded in the early part of the 1990s. 
 



 

 

The highest rates of population growth during 2001 were experienced by the following counties: 
 

Tooele  6.9% 
Washington 4.9% 
Summit  4.1% 
Utah  3.7% 
Wasatch 3.3% 
Juab  3.1% 
Uintah  3.0% 
Beaver  2.9% 
Iron  2.5% 

 
While the overall state population and the population of many counties in the state increased in 2001, several counties 
experienced population loss in the year.  The energy-dependent economies of the counties in the central and 
southeastern portions of the state continued to suffer as a result of low commodity prices and the effects of the 
national recession that began in March 2001.  Counties that lost population in 2001 include Emery, Garfield, Carbon, 
Piute, San Juan, Grand, Millard, and Wayne.   
 
For the first time in several years the Utah Population Estimates Committee and the U.S. Census Bureau produced 
statewide population estimates that varied widely in the net migration component.  While the overall population 
estimates from UPEC and the Census Bureau only differed by a small margin, the net migration component differed 
by nearly 20,000, with UPEC estimating net in-migration of 14,166, and the Census Bureau estimating net out-
migration of 5,559.  After an in-depth analysis of the differences in the population estimates, UPEC decided not to 
alter its estimates to more closely match those of the Census Bureau.  The Committee concluded that the 
discrepancies can be attributed to: 1) the Census Bureau’s top-down approach to population estimates, 2) the fact 
that the Census Bureau combines estimates from the National Center for Health Statistics with the hard data that is 
submitted by the State of Utah, and 3) the Census Bureau’s reliance on in and out migration estimates from the 
Internal Revenue Service. 
 
The Utah Population Estimates Committee is a statutory committee charged with preparing the official population 
estimates for the State of Utah.  The Committee’s primary data sources are vital statistics (from birth and death 
certificates), school enrollment, LDS membership, and income tax returns.  When preparing the estimates the 
Committee also considers job growth, Bureau of the Census population estimates, utility connections, and building 
permits.  Committee membership includes representatives from key data providers and others knowledgeable in the 
methods used to prepare population estimates, along with people from academic institutions, and the public and 
private sectors.  The Utah Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget staffs the Committee. 
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Utah Population Estimates by County
Average 2001

Annual Rate Percent Percent
July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, July 1, of Change Change of Total

District/County 1990 (r) 1991 (r) 1992 (r) 1993 (r) 1994 (r) 1995 (r) 1996 (r) 1997 (r) 1998 (r) 1999 (r) 2000 2001 1990-2001 00 to 01 Population

Bear River 108,796 111,504 114,875 117,544 120,192 123,195 125,637 128,592 131,722 134,252 136,712 138,600 2.5% 1.4% 6.0%
Box Elder 36,509 37,197 37,669 38,314 38,760 39,260 39,907 40,735 41,507 42,399 42,860 43,245 1.7% 0.9% 1.9%
Cache 70,560 72,586 75,441 77,361 79,530 82,095 83,834 85,974 88,326 89,874 91,897 93,372 2.8% 1.6% 4.1%
Rich 1,728 1,721 1,765 1,869 1,902 1,840 1,897 1,882 1,889 1,978 1,955 1,983 1.4% 1.4% 0.1%

Wasatch Front 1,107,584 1,139,468 1,176,589 1,201,636 1,234,287 1,258,086 1,280,489 1,309,817 1,332,102 1,359,355 1,389,252 1,415,419 2.5% 1.9% 61.6%
Davis 188,471 195,088 201,158 205,655 212,151 216,054 219,685 224,356 229,450 235,364 240,204 244,845 2.7% 1.9% 10.7%
Morgan 5,561 5,629 5,805 6,043 6,271 6,416 6,633 6,705 6,889 6,973 7,181 7,297 2.8% 1.6% 0.3%
Weber 158,673 161,752 166,390 169,791 173,973 178,094 182,089 186,993 189,553 193,508 197,541 200,567 2.4% 1.5% 8.7%
Salt Lake 728,298 749,878 775,306 791,724 812,053 827,342 840,649 858,306 870,735 885,216 902,777 918,279 2.3% 1.7% 40.0%
Tooele 26,581 27,121 27,930 28,423 29,840 30,179 31,433 33,457 35,476 38,294 41,549 44,431 5.3% 6.9% 1.9%

Mountainland 291,591 300,044 309,071 323,872 334,265 346,543 359,199 374,190 386,626 401,822 417,375 432,918 4.0% 3.7% 18.9%
Summit 15,690 17,051 18,546 20,221 21,863 23,632 25,051 26,224 27,674 28,799 30,048 31,279 7.1% 4.1% 1.4%
Utah 265,766 272,167 279,635 292,351 300,447 310,334 321,072 334,658 344,820 358,463 371,894 385,692 3.8% 3.7% 16.8%
Wasatch 10,134 10,825 10,890 11,300 11,955 12,576 13,075 13,307 14,132 14,560 15,433 15,947 4.6% 3.3% 0.7%

Central 52,384 53,707 55,260 56,847 58,614 60,033 61,578 63,440 64,677 65,251 66,506 67,208 2.5% 1.1% 2.9%
Juab 5,831 6,060 6,191 6,204 6,860 7,236 7,496 7,735 7,898 8,021 8,310 8,570 3.9% 3.1% 0.4%
Millard 11,333 11,703 11,907 12,189 12,246 12,266 12,194 12,243 12,246 12,236 12,461 12,326 0.8% -1.1% 0.5%
Piute 1,267 1,295 1,312 1,386 1,360 1,331 1,371 1,328 1,372 1,433 1,436 1,404 1.0% -2.2% 0.1%
Sanpete 16,355 16,840 17,804 18,594 19,291 19,990 20,898 21,825 22,445 22,513 22,846 23,219 3.6% 1.6% 1.0%
Sevier 15,434 15,627 15,923 16,292 16,572 16,936 17,258 17,902 18,294 18,555 18,938 19,180 2.2% 1.3% 0.8%
Wayne 2,163 2,183 2,124 2,182 2,286 2,275 2,361 2,406 2,421 2,492 2,515 2,509 1.5% -0.2% 0.1%

Southwestern 83,800 89,708 94,091 100,282 108,355 116,293 123,098 128,787 132,552 137,657 142,006 147,369 5.8% 3.8% 6.4%
Beaver 4,782 4,946 5,044 5,172 5,402 5,672 5,858 5,870 5,705 5,951 6,023 6,198 2.6% 2.9% 0.3%
Garfield 3,970 4,092 4,117 4,227 4,244 4,361 4,451 4,603 4,570 4,650 4,763 4,630 1.5% -2.8% 0.2%
Iron 20,910 21,715 22,410 23,965 25,296 27,506 28,858 30,254 31,687 32,879 34,079 34,920 5.3% 2.5% 1.5%
Kane 5,150 5,262 5,325 5,421 5,659 5,844 5,908 5,982 6,012 6,073 6,037 6,037 1.6% 0.0% 0.3%
Washington 48,988 53,693 57,195 61,497 67,753 72,910 78,023 82,078 84,579 88,105 91,104 95,584 6.9% 4.9% 4.2%

Uintah Basin 35,536 36,534 37,455 38,142 38,762 38,812 39,396 40,280 39,221 40,182 40,627 41,639 1.6% 2.5% 1.8%
Daggett 706 732 739 734 767 794 787 786 783 884 933 944 2.9% 1.1% 0.0%
Duchesne 12,600 12,825 12,895 13,131 13,414 13,501 13,973 14,332 14,177 14,293 14,397 14,646 1.5% 1.7% 0.6%
Uintah 22,230 22,977 23,820 24,277 24,581 24,518 24,636 25,163 24,262 25,004 25,297 26,049 1.6% 3.0% 1.1%

Southeastern 49,536 49,904 50,808 51,071 52,244 52,265 53,496 54,305 54,730 54,497 54,074 52,817 0.6% -2.3% 2.3%
Carbon 20,169 20,186 20,361 19,771 20,119 19,965 20,286 20,654 20,695 20,500 20,396 19,858 -0.2% -2.6% 0.9%
Emery 10,329 10,262 10,298 10,661 10,620 10,683 11,056 11,089 11,059 11,095 10,782 10,473 0.1% -2.9% 0.5%
Grand 6,591 6,789 7,186 7,582 7,776 7,822 8,146 8,170 8,197 8,329 8,537 8,423 2.5% -1.3% 0.4%
San Juan 12,448 12,668 12,963 13,056 13,730 13,796 14,008 14,392 14,779 14,573 14,360 14,063 1.2% -2.1% 0.6%

State 1,729,227 1,780,869 1,838,149 1,889,394 1,946,720 1,995,227 2,042,894 2,099,410 2,141,630 2,193,014 2,246,554 2,295,971 2.9% 2.2%

r =  In order to be consistent with the Census 2000 population count, the Utah Population Estimates Committee 
released revised population esitmates for 1990-1999.

Note:  Totals may not add due to rounding.

Source:  Utah Population Estimates Committee



Utah Population Estimates, Components of Change

Net Migration
as a Percent of

July 1st Percent Net     Previous Year's Natural Fiscal Year Fiscal Year
Year Population* Change Increase Migration** Population Increase Births Deaths

1940 551,800 --- --- --- --- 8,419 13,038 4,619
1941 551,000 -0.14% -800 -9,631 -1.75% 8,831 13,293 4,462
1942 571,200 3.67% 20,200 10,231 1.86% 9,969 14,357 4,388
1943 640,000 12.04% 68,800 57,284 10.03% 11,516 16,182 4,666
1944 604,700 -5.52% -35,300 -47,122 -7.36% 11,822 16,536 4,714
1945 589,100 -2.58% -15,600 -26,992 -4.46% 11,392 15,937 4,545
1946 638,000 8.30% 48,900 36,649 6.22% 12,251 16,955 4,704
1947 636,000 -0.31% -2,000 -19,178 -3.01% 17,178 21,905 4,727
1948 653,000 2.67% 17,000 943 0.15% 16,057 20,856 4,799
1949 670,800 2.73% 17,800 2,207 0.34% 15,593 20,354 4,761
1950 695,900 3.74% 25,100 8,966 1.34% 16,134 21,027 4,893
1951 706,100 1.47% 10,200 -6,842 -0.98% 17,042 21,801 4,759
1952 723,000 2.39% 16,900 -1,160 -0.16% 18,060 23,116 5,056
1953 739,000 2.21% 16,000 -2,889 -0.40% 18,889 23,573 4,684
1954 750,000 1.49% 11,000 -7,469 -1.01% 18,469 23,439 4,970
1955 783,000 4.40% 33,000 13,484 1.80% 19,516 24,584 5,068
1956 809,000 3.32% 26,000 6,348 0.81% 19,652 24,975 5,323
1957 826,000 2.10% 17,000 -3,139 -0.39% 20,139 25,443 5,304
1958 845,000 2.30% 19,000 -855 -0.10% 19,855 25,760 5,905
1959 870,000 2.96% 25,000 5,259 0.62% 19,741 25,610 5,869
1960 900,000 3.45% 30,000 9,947 1.14% 20,053 26,011 5,958
1961 936,000 4.00% 36,000 15,371 1.71% 20,629 26,560 5,931
1962 958,000 2.35% 22,000 1,817 0.19% 20,183 26,431 6,248
1963 974,000 1.67% 16,000 -3,317 -0.35% 19,317 25,648 6,331
1964 978,000 0.41% 4,000 -13,863 -1.42% 17,863 24,461 6,598
1965 991,000 1.33% 13,000 -3,553 -0.36% 16,553 23,082 6,529
1966 1,009,000 1.82% 18,000 2,810 0.28% 15,190 21,953 6,763
1967 1,019,000 0.99% 10,000 -6,350 -0.63% 16,350 23,030 6,680
1968 1,029,000 0.98% 10,000 -6,029 -0.59% 16,029 22,743 6,714
1969 1,047,000 1.75% 18,000 798 0.08% 17,202 24,033 6,831
1970 1,066,000 1.81% 19,000 612 0.06% 18,388 25,281 6,893
1971 1,101,000 3.28% 35,000 14,816 1.39% 20,184 27,400 7,216
1972 1,135,000 3.09% 34,000 14,096 1.28% 19,904 27,146 7,242
1973 1,169,000 3.00% 34,000 13,960 1.23% 20,040 27,562 7,522
1974 1,197,000 2.40% 28,000 6,621 0.57% 21,379 28,876 7,497
1975 1,234,000 3.09% 37,000 13,947 1.17% 23,053 30,566 7,513
1976 1,272,000 3.08% 38,000 11,611 0.94% 26,389 33,773 7,384
1977 1,316,000 3.46% 44,000 14,924 1.17% 29,076 36,707 7,631
1978 1,364,000 3.65% 48,000 17,420 1.32% 30,580 38,289 7,709
1979 1,416,000 3.81% 52,000 19,668 1.44% 32,332 40,216 7,884
1980 1,474,000 4.10% 58,000 24,486 1.73% 33,514 41,645 8,131
1981 1,515,000 2.78% 41,000 7,612 0.52% 33,388 41,509 8,121
1982 1,558,000 2.84% 43,000 9,662 0.64% 33,338 41,773 8,435
1983 1,595,000 2.37% 37,000 4,914 0.32% 32,086 40,555 8,469
1984 1,622,000 1.69% 27,000 -2,793 -0.18% 29,793 38,643 8,850
1985 1,643,000 1.29% 21,000 -7,714 -0.48% 28,714 37,664 8,950
1986 1,663,000 1.22% 20,000 -8,408 -0.51% 28,408 37,309 8,901
1987 1,678,000 0.90% 15,000 -11,713 -0.70% 26,713 35,631 8,918
1988 1,690,000 0.72% 12,000 -14,557 -0.87% 26,557 35,809 9,252
1989 1,706,000 0.95% 16,000 -10,355 -0.61% 26,355 35,439 9,084

1990r 1,729,227 1.36% 23,227 -1,865 -0.11% 26,707 35,830 9,123
1991r 1,780,869 2.99% 51,642 24,877 1.44% 26,765 36,194 9,429
1992r 1,838,149 3.22% 57,280 30,043 1.69% 27,237 36,796 9,559
1993r 1,889,394 2.79% 51,245 24,562 1.34% 26,683 36,738 10,055
1994r 1,946,720 3.03% 57,326 30,114 1.59% 27,212 37,623 10,411
1995r 1,995,227 2.49% 48,507 20,024 1.03% 28,483 39,064 10,581
1996r 2,042,894 2.39% 47,667 18,172 0.91% 29,494 40,495 11,001
1997r 2,099,410 2.77% 56,516 25,254 1.24% 31,263 42,512 11,249
1998r 2,141,630 2.01% 42,220 9,741 0.46% 32,478 44,126 11,648
1999r 2,193,014 2.40% 51,384 17,587 0.82% 33,798 45,434 11,636
2000 2,246,554 2.44% 53,540 18,612 0.85% 34,927 46,880 11,953
2001 2,295,971 2.20% 49,417 14,166 0.63% 35,251 47,688 12,437

*In 1996, the Utah Population Estimates Committee changed its convention on rounded estimates so that it now publishes
unrounded estimates.  Accordingly, the revised estimates for 1990 and thereafter are not rounded.

**Before 1995, net migration figures were based on rounded population estimates to maintain consistency with the 
historical database.  The migration estimates may differ from those found elsewhere in the report.

r =  In order to be consistent with the Census 2000 population count, the Utah Population Estimates Committee 
released revised population esitmates for 1990-1999.

Sources:
Population: Utah Population Estimates Committee
Births: 1939-1949 and 1953-1972- Utah's Vital Statistics Reports, Utah Bureau of Vital Records; 1950-1952, 1973-1996- Birth 
Certificates held in the Utah Population Database, partially funded by the Huntsman Cancer Institute.  1997- Birth records file,
Utah Bureau of Vital Records;  1998-2001 Summary data file, Utah Bureau of Vital Records.  Deaths: 1939- Utah's Vital Statistics 
Reports, Utah Bureau of Vital Records; 1940-1996- Death Certificates held in the Utah Population Database,  partially funded by 
the Huntsman Cancer Institute. 1997- Death records file, Utah Bureau of Vital Records; 1998-2001 Summary data file, 
Utah Bureau of Vital Records.



Utah Population - Annual Percent Change
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